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APPLICATION TO USE ANIMALS FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES
Animal use for scientific purposes must comply with the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes, 8th edition 2013 (updated 2021). Animal ethics consideration and approval by the Queensland Schools Animal Ethics Committee (QSAEC) is required prior to animal use for scientific purposes.

It is the teacher’s responsibility to provide curriculum justification for any learning activity that involves the use of animals. The 3Rs (Replacement, Reduction and Refinement) must be applied at all stages of animal care and use.

Refer to the ANIMAL ETHICS APPROVAL PROCESS before completing this application. 
This form is to be used only for animals and activities not covered by QSAEC standard operating procedures. 
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SECTION 1 | Obligations

Schools have legal obligations under the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 (Qld), the Animal Care and Protection Regulation 2023 (Qld), and the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (Cwlth), including:

1) ensuring persons in charge of an animal fulfil their duty of care to that animal 

2) obtaining animal ethics approval prior to conducting scientific activities involving animals and acting in accordance with that approval once granted 

3) reporting on the use of animals for scientific purposes.
Non-compliance with this legislation may result in schools receiving a maximum fine of 2000 penalty units. (Penalty unit value is notified in the Penalties and Sentences Regulation 2015 (Qld)).
All Queenslanders have a ‘general biosecurity obligation’ under the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld). Schools are responsible for managing biosecurity risks that are under their control and that they know about, or should reasonably be expected to know about. Contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 for advice on managing specific risks or to report notifiable incidents.
Duty of care for animals

If you are in charge of an animal, you have a duty of care to that animal - no matter why you are in charge of it, what you are using it for or how long it will be in your care.  All decisions and actions involving the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must be underpinned by respect for animals.  This respect is demonstrated by: 

· using animals only when justified 

· supporting the wellbeing of the animals involved

· avoiding or minimising harm, including pain and distress, to those animals 

· applying high standards of scientific integrity 

· applying the principles of Replacement, Reduction and Refinement (the 3Rs) at all stages of animal care and use through:

· replacement of animals with other methods (alternatives) 

· reduction in numbers of animals used

· refinement of techniques used, in order to minimise adverse impacts on animals 

· knowing and accepting one’s responsibilities.

Curriculum justification for the use of animals in education

It is the teacher’s responsibility to provide a curriculum justification for any learning activity that involves the use of animals. The use of animals must provide an added component to the learning that is neither trivial nor available in other ways, and there must be evidence to support this position. Planning documents must clearly identify how the use of animals is essential to achieving the learning objectives. The justification should consider whether non-animal alternatives could achieve the same learning objectives, the minimum number of animals necessary to achieve the objectives, the impact on the animal/s involved and must balance whether the potential effects on the wellbeing of the animals are justified by the potential benefits of their use.
The QSAEC, when undertaking a site visit at the school, may request to see documentation detailing the curriculum justification for the use of animals.

If there are viable alternatives to animal use that meet the learning objectives, they should be used in preference to using animals. At all times the impact on the animal/s should be considered and, where appropriate, discussed with the students in an age-appropriate way.

Activities using animals for scientific purposes must be considered by QSAEC before approval can be granted.  
Please note: The QSAEC will not approve any activities classified as Category 4 in the Categories of animal use activities.
Animal health and welfare

Responsibilities of school personnel under the Code details obligations of staff under animal welfare legislation to promote the responsible care and use of animals for scientific purposes.

An unexpected adverse event is any event that may have a negative impact on the wellbeing of an animal and was not foreshadowed in the approved proposal or subsequent documents to the QSAEC. 

An unexpected adverse event may result from different causes, and includes but is not limited to:

· death of an animal, or group of animals, that was not expected (e.g. during surgery or anaesthesia, or after a procedure or treatment)

· adverse effects following a procedure or treatment that were not expected

· adverse effects in a larger number of animals than predicted during the planning of the project or activity, based on the number of animals actually used, not the number approved for the study

· a greater level of pain or distress than was predicted during the planning of the project or activity

· power failures, inclement weather, emergency situations or other factors external to the project or activity that have a negative impact on the welfare of the animals.

In the event of an unexpected adverse event or emergency, prompt action must be taken to address any adverse impacts on the animal/s. Alleviating unanticipated pain and distress must take precedence over an individual animal reaching the planned endpoint of the project, or the continuation or completion of the project. Emergency treatment may be required and, if necessary, animals must be humanely killed without delay. 

In response to an unexpected adverse event, action and investigation by the activity leader or facility manager is required to ensure students, staff or other animals are not inadvertently affected. The specific response will depend on the animal and the circumstances. It may require seeking advice from a veterinarian to determine the best course of action (e.g. necropsy of the dead animal by the vet), removal of the deceased animal (e.g. by the supplier), or diagnostic investigations of facility or management practices to determine cause of death (e.g. water testing of fish tank, checking of ventilation).  
All adverse events provide opportunities for students to learn from the experience. Activity leaders should optimise student learning outcomes (incidental and planned) by focussing on the learning potential of a specific event (e.g. prevention, animal welfare, diagnostic tools, treatment, security, harm minimisation).
Notify the QSAEC within 7 days of the event, using an Unexpected adverse event report. 

Please note: Necropsy of a dead animal is not an approved activity under this application due to potential health and biosecurity risks, and must only be performed by a competent person. QSAEC recommends that if a necropsy is required it is performed by a vet.  

Further advice about reporting unexpected adverse events is available on the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) website.

Student and staff health

Those involved in the care and use of animals should make themselves aware of the potential disease hazards and other associated occupational health and safety issues, and manage risks according to the school’s risk management process. Apart from injuries which may occur due to handling animals, there are a variety of infectious diseases (zoonoses) that are transmissible from various animals to humans.

Zoonotic diseases are common and the illnesses they cause can be serious. They can be spread by direct contact with animals, for example via bites or scratches, or through contact with animal faeces, bodily fluids, airborne particles, birth products, or enclosures contaminated with these materials. 
Staff should familiarise themselves with the zoonoses the animals in their care may potentially transmit, the routes of transmission and what activities may potentially expose staff or students to infection. This research will inform the risk assessment to determine how to manage these risks or determine whether the activity should be conducted at all. 
For comprehensive advice regarding zoonotic diseases and precautionary measures to minimise risks to staff and students, refer to Animal observation and handling, Animal contact guidelines - reducing the risk to human health 2014 (Interim) and Preventing zoonoses.  

Risk management of animal activities ensures the health, safety and well-being of students, staff and others involved.  If a specific Curriculum Activity Risk Assessment guideline exists, that guideline must be adhered to at a minimum.  Risks associated with zoonotic diseases carried by animals must be identified and measures planned to allow activities to be conducted with an acceptable level of residual risk.

Any incident or injury that occurs in association with an activity must be reported, recorded and notified in accordance with the Health, safety and wellbeing incident management procedure.
SECTION 2 | Qualifications, skills and experience

Any teacher conducting scientific animal activity must have:

· a relevant science or science education qualification (e.g. Agricultural Science, Biological Science), or

· relevant science or science education experience as deemed appropriate by the school principal (generally 2 years’ experience).

For new or inexperienced teachers (less than two years' experience), all activities must be conducted under the supervision of a Science or Agricultural Science Head of Department (HOD) or suitably experienced person.

Where direct supervision of a suitably experienced person is not available, a new or inexperienced teacher must:

· identify a mentor, maybe a Science or Agriculture HOD from a neighbouring school

· provide planning documents to the mentor.

Persons deemed to be suitably qualified must have:

· conducted risk assessments on the procedure/s to be carried out

· found the procedure/s to be safe and humane considering animal and student welfare 

· considered the maturity and suitability of the student/s involved in the activity.

Teachers should ensure that animal users, including students, staff and volunteers, are provided with adequate prior instruction in specific activities to enable appropriate care of an animal and to minimise risk of undue stress or harm to an animal.
SECTION 3 | Animal information

Refer to Animal information for links to animal welfare codes of practice and species-specific information that may be useful in preparing your application.
APPLICATION TO USE ANIMALS FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES

All fields in pages 5-9 must be completed before lodging this Application. If required, additional space is available at page 10.

Email the signed application pages, photo attachments and other supporting documentation to Animal.Ethics@qed.qld.gov.au.

Ensure that you keep a signed copy of this application on file in your school’s animal register for auditing purposes.

	School 
	     

	Activity Leader’s Name
	     

	Phone
	     
	Email
	     

	Schooling Sector/ Scientific user registration number (issued by DAF)

	[image: image1.wmf] State School    SUR000102 
	[image: image2.wmf] QCEC              
	[image: image3.wmf] ISQ                    

	Activity Title
	     

	curriculum justification 
	     

	Year Level/s
	     

	Species of animal/s
	     

	Number of animals PER YEAR
	     

	Declaration by the Activity Leader

	I acknowledge that I am the teacher appointed/authorised teacher representative who will conduct this animal-use activity. In that capacity I agree that:

· I and all others involved are familiar, and will comply, with the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 (Qld), the Animal Care and Protection Regulation 2023 (Qld)  and the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes, 8th edition 2013 (updated 2021).

· I have read and understood Responsibilities of school personnel under the Code.
· No animal will be used in this activity except as described in this application.
· I have attached the template agreement to collect the owner’s written consent for the use of privately-owned animals (if applicable) which includes the details and duration of the owner’s responsibilities. I will keep a copy of the owner’s signed acknowledgement of these responsibilities on our school-based animal activity register and I will advise the QSAEC of any change to the owner’s responsibilities.
· Conflicts of interest have been considered and declared. 
· Adequate resources will be available to undertake the project. 
· Health risks and infection controls have been considered and assessed.
· All staff members and students involved in animal use activities are competent to perform the necessary tasks with care and knowledge of their ethical and legal responsibilities and the conditions imposed by the QSAEC. 
· Unexpected adverse events will be reported within 7 days of occurrence as per the conditions described in this application.
I agree that I have considered the 3Rs of animal welfare:

· replacement of animals with other methods (alternatives) 

· reduction in numbers of animals used

· refinement of techniques used, in order to reduce adverse impacts on animals.

	Activity Leader’s Signature 
	

	Principal’s Name
	     
	[image: image4.wmf]I have read and approved this application.
[image: image5.wmf]A record of this application will be held for 7 years for audit purposes.

	Principal’s Signature
	
	

	Date   
	            /       /            
	


1. Curriculum justification

	CURRICULUM REFERENCE E.G. VET CERTIFICATE 
	     

	OBJECTIVES/ STATED OUTCOMES OF THE PROPOSED ANIMAL USE ACTIVITY
	     


	Replace
	What alternatives have been considered? Why is this animal use justified? (what outcome cannot be met using alternatives?)
	     

	
	How do the benefits of the proposed animal use outweigh the potential impact on the animals?
	     

	Reduce
	How Have you reduced numbers/ reduced repetition to the minimum required to achieve your outcomes? 

Provide details if these animals have been used in any previous scientific activity.
	     


	
	CLASS AND NUMBER OF ANIMALS TO BE USED YEARLY
	Pre-natal 
     


new born

juvenile/weaner

adult 
     


Other details:
   

	Refine
	Why has this species been selected? 
	     

	
	what is the source of the animals?
Note: Written consent must be obtained from the owner for the use of privately-owned animals (if applicable), including details and duration of the owner’s responsibilities.
	[image: image11.png][image: image12.wmf]      Owned by school  
[image: image13.wmf]      Privately-owned (template agreement attached)
      Other <specify>:      

	
	Advise details of permits Required. (Leave blank if n/a)
	     

	
	Suitably qualified investigators should Ensure that Pain and distress are minimised. 
	Primary Contact/Activity Leader

Name 
Phone 
Years of experience with animals 
Qualifications 

	
	
	Other

Name 
Phone 
Years of experience with animals 
Qualifications 

	
	
	Other

Name 
Phone 
Years of experience with animals 
Qualifications 


	refine
	what is the category of procedure of the Activity?


	[image: image6.wmf]
Observational studies involving 

minor interference 
e.g. normal, non-invasive husbandry such as handling, grooming, etc.
[image: image7.wmf]
Animal unconscious 
without recovery 
e.g. live animals euthanased for later 
scientific use, e.g. rats and toads 
for dissection
[image: image8.wmf]
Minor conscious intervention 

without anaesthesia
e.g. Injections, branding, dehorning young animals, shearing
[image: image9.wmf]
Minor operative 
procedures with recovery
e.g. Sedation/anaesthesia for 

relocation, examination 

or injections/blood sampling
[image: image10.wmf]
Surgery with recovery 

e.g. mulesing, castration without anaesthesia



2. Environment

	Housing, including dimensions/space per animal etc
	     

	fencing 
	     

	shelter/shade
	     

	temperature
	     

	ventilation
	     

	cleaning
	     

	bedding
	     

	security
	     

	power supply / backup
	     

	photographs/video evidence of animal housing and handling attached.
	[image: image14.wmf]  YES


	details of housing etc if animals to be routinely located off-site 
	     

	relevant reference/s e.g. model code of practice
	     


3. Food and water requirements

	Food TYPE (REFER TO DIFFERENT AGES WHERE RELEVANT) 
	     

	QUANTITY
	     

	REGULARITY
	     

	water quantity & regularity
	     

	FEEDING/WATERING LOG AVAILABLE
	[image: image15.wmf]YES


4. Supervision and monitoring

	Management log available
	[image: image16.wmf]YES

	what
	method
	frequency
	person responsible 
	Action 

	Animal health / behaviour
	weekdays
	e.g. observation
	e.g. twice daily
	e.g. agricultural assistant
	e.g. all signs of ill health are reported to supervising teacher and noted in management log

	
	weekends
	     
	
	
	

	
	holidays
	
	     
	
	     

	system/ Equipment

e.g. water quality, leaks, electrical equipment, backup power, signage
	ELECTRICAL
	
	     
	
	     

	
	ENVIRONMENT
	e.g. testing of water quality
	e.g. daily
	e.g. class teacher
	e.g. record in management log, apply treatment as required

	
	SECURITY
	
	     
	
	     

	
	OTHER
	
	     
	
	     

	impact of scientific use activity
	
	     
	
	     


5. Movement / Transport

	Does the code of practice for transport of livestock apply?
	[image: image17.wmf]Yes 

Adherence to this code is compulsory 

	Note: if the code of practice for Transport of livestock does not apply, ensure adherence to sections 3.2.5-3.2.8 of the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes for the transport of animals


6. Health risks and preventative measures
	type
	Details
	TREATMENT / Preventative measures including contact details for person qualified to make treatment decisions

	SIGNS OF ANIMAL ILLNESS
	      

	      


	ANIMAL DISEASE PREVENTION 
	      

	      


	HEALTH RISKS TO STUDENTS/STAFF

E.G. transfer of zoonotic diseases
	      



	      



7. Animal emergency arrangements

	when
	contact details 
	Emergency plan (Consider signage/location of emergency plan and emergency contacts)

	school hours
	Name
      


Phone
     
	     

	out-of-school hours
	Name
      


Phone
     
	     


8. Withdrawal / Fate planning

	withdrawal reason
	criteria used
	what will happen to withdrawn animals

	treatment of illness/disease
	     
	     


	other (e.g. size/temperament)
	     
	     

	end of activity

please specify if animal will be kept for its lifecycle and Then replaced. In this instance, death is expected and an UNEXPECTED ADVERSE EVENT REPORT is not required.  

	
	     

	If euthanasia is to be used, describe method.

(GUIDELINES TO PROMOTE THE WELLBEING OF ANIMALS USED FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES may be useful)
	     

	NOTE: IN THE EVENT OF AN UNEXPECTED ADVERSE EVENT, PLEASE SUBMIT AN UNEXPECTED ADVERSE EVENT REPORT TO THE QSAEC WITHIN 7 DAYS. ENSURE CARCASSES ARE DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL COUNCIL REGULATIONS.


9. Animal-use activities
	Activity
	Level of: Impact
complexity

risk

(Low/med/High)
	Ratios
	procedure
	Processes to minimise adverse impact on animals

	e.g. handling/ measurement of growth
	     
	INSTRUCTORS: Students



STUDENTS: Animals



	     
	     

	     
	     
	INSTRUCTORS: Students



STUDENTS: Animals



	     
	     

	     
	     
	INSTRUCTORS: Students



STUDENTS: Animals



	     
	     

	     
	     
	INSTRUCTORS: Students



STUDENTS: Animals



	     
	     

	     
	     
	INSTRUCTORS: Students



STUDENTS: Animals



	     
	     


Additional comments
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